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In this issue: 
 
� Use Unchecky to download without 

crapware 
� If you’re not amazed that computers 

work at all, you should be. 
� Secure your android phone or tablet 

with a swipe instead of a number 
� Making Music Easier with an old 

computer 
 

 
USE UNCHECKY 

DOWNLOAD WITHOUT 
CRAPWARE 

 
I periodically talk about how to keep 
from allowing unnecessary programs 
(crapware) to be loaded onto your 
computer when you download new 
programs or updates.  I even devoted 
almost an entire issue to a show and tell 
about avoiding crapware in my 
September 2013 issue of this newsletter.  
You can read the article by going to my 
website, click on Newsletter Archives, 
and then click on Issue 98 (Sept 2013) 
 
More recently, I have been using 
www.ninite.com to download many 
programs.  Ninite has a list of about 75 
or so popular free programs 
(PDFCreator, ClassicStart, iTunes, etc.) 
that you can check and will be 
downloaded and installed on your 
computer fast, and without any of the 
associated crapware.  That is because 
Ninite automatically unchecks all of the 
“offers” of free programs that are 
already checked because the website 
you are downloading from knows that 
you really do want to have the 
Mugwump Toolbar or 
SuperCleanMyPC on your computer. 
 
I’m hesitant to tell you about Unchecky 
because, frankly, I make a lot of money 
cleaning crapware off of computers.  
Despite my verbal and written advice, I 
continue to see MyPCBackup, McAfee 
Security Scan, and other PUPs 
(Potentially Unwanted Programs) 
annoying my clients, who wonder how 
this junkware got onto their computer.  

But, what the heck, I’ll disclose this 
info for you. 
 
Unchecky is a utility that runs in the 
background on your computer.  
Whenever you download a new 
program, or an update, Unchecky 
automatically looks for checkboxes that 
would put Adware and other PUPs on 
your computer, and then unchecks the 
boxes. 
 
As an example, I went to Java.com and 
downloaded/installed the latest Java.  
When the usual crapware screen came 
up, it looked like this: 
 

 
 
Notice that the checkboxes for “Set Ask 
as my default search provider” and “Set 
Ask.com as my browser home page and 
new tabs page” have been unchecked.  
This is wonderful. 
 
I haven’t used Unchecky for very long, 
but so far it seems to be doing what it 
says, and online reviews are all positive. 
 
Oh – did I mention that it is free?  
Just go to www.unchecky.com and click 
the bright orange download button. 
 

 
COMPUTERS ARE AMAZING 

 
We take computers for granted.  They 
are everywhere – in your home, in your 
car, your TV, your watch, everywhere!  
So why aren’t they perfect? 
 
Some questions I am asked by clients 
are:  
 

• Why can a corrupted file stop their 
computer from working? 
 

• How did the file get corrupted? 
 

• What can be done to prevent it 
from happening again? 

 
Here is an explanation in lay terms.  
Don’t let your eyes glaze over with the 
mention of bits and bytes, just read 
slowly and enjoy the ride. 
 
A bit  is a single element of computer 
information.  It is just a spot that is 
either ON or OFF.  On a hard drive, it is 
a spot that either has a magnetic charge 
or not.  If you think of an LP record, 
each little indent in the groove can be 
likened to a bit of information. 
 
A byte is a group of 8 bits.  The way 
that bytes are arranged on a computer is 
how it works.  Beyond that, it will make 
your eyes glass over, so just accept that 
a computer relies on a bazillion bits to 
work.   
 
You can think of bits as black and white 
beads on a long string.  Every 8 bits 
makes up a byte. 
 
• A thousand bytes is a KB, or 

kilobyte. 

• A million bytes is a MB, or 
megabyte. 

• A billion bytes is a GB, or gigabyte 

• A trillion bytes is a TB, or terabyte.  
Since there are 8 bits in a byte, 1 
TB is 8 trillion bytes. 

 
Consider that a 1TB hard drive is now 
pretty common in new computers.  This 
means that there are 1,000,000,000,000 
bits on the hard drive.  Actually, there 
are 1,099,511,627,776,000 bits in 1 TB. 
 
Back to the bead analogy…what 
happens if one or more of the 
1,099,511,627,776,000 beads on your 
1TB long string breaks and falls off of 
the string? 
 



Now consider that hard drives – where 
information is stored on your computer 
– are magnetized metal discs that are 
the computer equivalent of an LP 
record.  If even a miniscule area of the 
hard drive loses its’ ability to hold a 
magnetic charge, the information in that 
area of the hard drive can be lost 
(usually referred to as corrupted).   
 
Since even a single incorrect bit, if in a 
key file, can corrupt the entire file, I 
think it’s pretty amazing that computers 
are as reliable as they are. 
 

 
SECURE YOUR ANDROID 

PHONE OR TABLET WITH A 
SWIPE INSTEAD OF A NUMBER 

 
There is a lot of personal information 
stored on most smartphones and tablets.  
Probably a lot of contacts, logins, mail, 
messages, etc., which you may not want 
to share with someone who finds or 
steals your phone/tablet. 
 
Phones and tablets (including Apple 
products) can be secured with PIN 
numbers…but entering a PIN every 
time that you look at your device can 
become a time-consuming pain, which 
is why most people don’t do it. 
 
If you have an android-based phone or 
tablet, you can use a finger swipe 
instead of a number.  I have been doing 
this for some time and it is very fast. 
 
When you set up an android device to 
use a swipe, instead of requesting a 4 or 
more digit number when you look at the 
phone, you will see 9 dots.  3 rows of 3 
dots.  You just connect the dots by 
swiping your finger across them in the 
correct order that you have set up.  It 
can be a connection of 3 dots in an L 
shape, or in an S shape, or figure =8. 
 
For video instruction on how to set it up 
watch 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sj-
x63akLB8  
 

 
MAKING MUSIC EASIER 

 
Our home music system has become a 
mess.  It “used to be” that we had a 
bookshelf of CDs and all was easy.  
Then, about 10 years ago, our CD 
collection was taking up so much space 

that I bought a CD carousel player that 
holds 300 CDs.  I filled the carousel 
with our favorite CDs, and put the 
remaining 400 or so CDs into large 
binders, putting the unused cases in a 
large plastic tub in our attic.  I made a 
spreadsheet listing all CDs in the 
carousel and put the hardcopy into a 
binder by our audio system. 
 
I then ripped a large amount of music 
onto high bit-rate MP3 files for use with 
an iPod that was also attached to our 
music system. 
 
So now we have been living with a 
system where CDs may be in the 
carousel, in one of the binders, and/or 
on the iPod.  Yikes! 
 
Then, of course, there was the matter of 
radio, which we do not have in the 
living room because we live in a radio 
signal hole (surrounded by hills) and 
can’t get most radio stations. 
 
My wife kept saying that there must be 
a better system.  Then I had an “aha 
moment”…a mini-satori if you wish, or 
perhaps an epiphany.   
 
I took an old netbook computer that was 
sitting on a shelf collecting dust because 
I couldn’t even sell it on craigslist.  It 
was slow and still running Windows 
XP…but what the heck. 
 
I copied all of our mp3 files to the 
netbook, connected it to our audio 
receiver, and voila!  The iPod was 
replaced with a much larger iTunes.   
 
No big deal you say?  Just an iPod with 
a larger screen?  As I had about 100GB 
of music on my computer and the iPod 
only had only 64GB of storage, this 
allowed me to put all of our tunes onto 
the netbook. 
 
Then I added desktop shortcuts to our 
favorite radio station websites which 
allowed us to listen to radio.  We now 
get our morning NPR program fix.  This 
is a major improvement. 
 
But there are still several hundred CDs 
that were not yet digitized.  Also, even 
the highest bit-rate .mp3 file is still not 
quite CD quality.  Having grown up in 
an environment where music quality 
was very important, this move to a 
single computer for our music source 

gave me the opportunity to rip all of our 
CDs over, into a lossless format that 
maintains the quality of the original CD 
from which it was ripped.  The best 
lossless format is FLAC, but it does 
take up a lot of space.  For all intents 
and purposes, music in the Apple 
Lossless format is indistinguishable 
from the CD to all but a few 
audiophiles, and I suspect they may be 
imagining the difference. 
 
So over the past few weeks, I have been 
re-ripping all of our CDs into Apple 
Lossless format (using my desktop 
computer which is much faster than the 
netbook).  It takes about 4-5 minutes to 
rip each CD, and in the past 3 weeks 
I’ve ripped about 300 CDs, replacing 
any existing .mp3 files and adding other 
CDs to the collection.  About when 100 
or so CDs have been ripped, I copy the 
new music files to the netbook over our 
wireless network.  I have just completed 
re-ripping all of the CDs that are not in 
the carousel, and will begin on the CDs 
in the carousel later this week. 
 
So, at last, all of our music is in one 
place, and on top of that we now have 
radio. 
 

 
 
I didn’t mention streaming TV (Netflix, 
etc.) because our TV is upstairs and the 
audio system is downstairs – different 
rooms. 
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  If 
you are not currently a client but wish to receive 
this free newsletter, send me a request via email 
and I’ll be happy add you to the distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  The 
recommendations are made in good faith and are 
believed to be reliable and safe. CCC cannot, 
however, foresee every possibility and assumes no 
responsibility for any problems that may be 
encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your computer 
and make sure that System Restore is set to On. 


